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Pete Higgins 
Pete Higgins was a key leader at Microsoft, serving in pivotal roles within the 

Applications division. After joining in 1983, he played an instrumental role in the launch 

of Excel and Office, helping Microsoft gain dominance in the software market. As Group 

Vice President, Higgins oversaw the transformation of Office into a unified suite, making 

it a staple in corporate environments.  

Higgins was also a key advocate for graphical user interfaces and contributed to 

Microsoft's success in surpassing competitors like Lotus 1-2-3. He helped recruit top 

talent, including Robbie Bach, and was part of the executive leadership team during 

Microsoft's rapid growth.  

After retiring in 1998, Higgins remained active in the tech industry and served on boards 

such as Jenu and Seeq, as well as the Stanford University Board of Trustees.  


