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Stories that Shaped the Future

John Ludwig

From 1988 to 1999, John Ludwig played a pivotal role in shaping Microsoft's systems
software, datacenter software, and Internet services during a transformative era for both
the company and the tech industry.

John notably co-led Microsoft's entry into the Internet space alongside J Allard,
championing products like Windows 95, Internet Explorer, and MSN. His leadership in
the development of Internet Explorer helped drive its market share from 0% to 60%
during its early iterations and cemented Microsoft's position as a dominant force in the
early commercial Internet.

John's contributions spanned the rise of the Internet, where his team'’s rapid iterations of
Internet Explorer propelled Microsoft to the forefront of the browser wars, despite
significant legal and competitive challenges. Following his tenure at Microsoft, John
transitioned into venture capital and co-founded Ignition Partners. He continues to
engage in cutting-edge engineering fields, including earning an MS in Mechanical
Engineering focused on nanotechnology.
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